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Rimba Raya is located in Central Kalimantan, one of the
largest provinces in Indonesia. Central Kalimantan has over
2 Million inhabitants with approximately 70% living in rural
areas with limited access to services such as sanitation,
electricity, passable roads, hospitals and schooling, not to
mention internet access or other ‘luxuries’ that dominate the
modern world.

As a REDD+ project, Rimba Raya not only undertakes to
Reduce Emissions caused by Deforestation & Degradation
but we also have a certain responsibility to help indigenous
people in our concession by improving their quality of life
and assist them in initiating and establishing business
opportunities that will ensure that they become financially
independent.

Rimba Raya has 14 villages within the concession and we
need to ensure that each village is provided with equal
opportunities.
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Rimba Raya Initiatives align to all 17 of
the United Nations Development Goals
(SDG’s) which seek to address the root
causes of poverty and provide a
universal development model that works
for all people. Learn more on Rimba-
Raya.com
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As mentioned in our last update, Rimba Raya has been involved in Mangrove tree planting in the Seruyan District since
2016. In July 2019, we planted another 16,500 mangrove tree saplings! This brings the total of mangroves being planted
this year to 25,000.

And that’s just the beginning. We've signed contracts with corporate sponsors to plant another 100,000 in 2020 and 2021.
This is no small achievement, particularly given that planting mangrove trees is no walk in the park. Imagine if you will,
working in the blazing Bornean sun with 90% humidity, pulling crates of saplings along a 5 km stretch of isolated “beach”,
more accurately described as “mud flats”. Then when you get the 16,500 young trees to the location, imagine dragging
them at low tide out as far as you can go, ‘walking’ in mud that reaches your mid-thigh and each step requires a
superhuman effort while the sticky mud claws at you, dragging you back and making progress slow and arduous.

But with each new plant that you place in its new home, you know that you really are making a difference because this will
be the nursery to hundreds of species. It's this realization that gives you the strength to keep doing it for hours -days in
fact. Once the task is complete, when you see the 16,500 new saplings listing in the gentle sea breeze, you release a
deep sigh of great satisfaction (and thank your lucky stars that the ordeal is finally over!)

In all seriousness, this is an initiative that we are very proud of, we have partnered with the Seruyan Government who
hopes to develop the area as a tourist destination and who also understand the value of a thriving mangrove
ecosystem.

@ Rimba-Raya.com f RimbaRayaForest , Rimba_Raya 9 Info@Rimba-Raya.com



We always team up with local suppliers, buying our
saplings from them and working with them on the
enormous job of planting all these beautiful young
trees. This means that the community receives a large
injection of income when we introduce an initiative like
the mangrove tree planting. We all benefit; the
community gains economically, Rimba Raya and
InfiniteEARTH are fulfilling our promises to help
improve the lives of the local stakeholders and the
environment certainly gains.

Mangrovealliance.org: ‘Mangrove forests are among
the most productive ecosystems on earth, and serve
many important functions, including water filtration,
prevention of coastal erosion, coastal protection from
storms, carbon storage, food, timber, and livelihood
provision, and biodiversity protection, among others. It
is estimated that mangrove ecosystem services are
worth US$33-57 thousand per hectare per year to the
national economies of developing countries that host
mangroves.’

| am pleased to share a few photos of some of the
hardy individuals who have helped make this initiative
possible, we are most grateful to them all for their hard
work.
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We recently ran a Medical Outreach program to seven
villages bordering the Rimba Raya concession. These are
the villages most in need of medical attention as they don’t
have local clinics, resident doctors or medications and are
required to travel long distances, usually by boat and at
great expense, in order to get necessary but basic medical
attention.

Very often illnesses go undiagnosed and the elderly, women
and children suffer illnesses that would, in most
circumstances, be easily treatable. During this pilot outreach
program, we were able to provide medical attention to 35
individuals per village. Naturally we would prefer to be able
to treat all people requiring medical attention, which is the
long term goal.
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Seeds
ofChange

An InfiniteEARTH™ Projeci

EDUCATION- SCHOLARSHIP

Last year we gave 24 children a three-year scholarship covering all
their expenses for the final 3 years of their schooling. It was lovely to
be able to catch up with Upik and Febryanti, two young people who are
well deserving of the scholarship and are making us very proud to have
the opportunity to support them in their vital goal of achieving an
education.

Upik, a proud young man of 15, is the son of a very poor fisherman.
We had visited his home on my last visit and it was apparent that the
father was slightly bewildered that his son didn’t want to follow family
tradition and become a fisherman. Upik, is a high achiever, both
academically and artistically. He was thrilled that the scholarship is
allowing him to pursue the ‘lofty’ goal of finishing high school, giving
him the opportunity to continue on to university.

The young lady, Febryanti, was equally happy to have the opportunity
to study. She is focused and determined, receiving top grades and
excelling in music. She too has long term goals that will help pull her
out of extreme poverty, she dreams of being a doctor.

| asked them to write a few words for me, you will note that the main
benefit of the scholarship is something as simple as books. Something
we all take for granted, showing us that small contributions, make a big
difference.

Upik

Before | got a scholarship from Rimba Raya it was very hard to study, because | didn't have enough
reference books for learning, including the workbooks from school. Usually teachers give assignments from
these workbooks and | have to borrow it from my friends after they’ve finished the assignment which isn’t
optimal as | felt rushed and unable to do the work to a higher standard. You may ask why | didn't just buy
workbooks. The obvious answer is that | don't want to be a burden on my parents. One of the scholarship’s
benefit for me is it has helped reduce the burden of my education on my parents who work hard to support
their family. The scholarship provide me books, school supplies and has also paid for the tuition fee.

| feel greatly helped and it has motivated me to want to study harder and harder.

Febryanti

| used to lack in reference books for learning so that | had to borrow from my friends to complete
assignments. | have to save my pocket money to be able to join in school activities because | don't want to
make my parents pay extra, it isn’t easy for them to support the whole family. However, after | get this
scholarship from Rimba Raya, | no longer lack books for my learning. When | want to follow another school’'s
activities (extracurricular) like music, which is my passion, | can use the spare money from the scholarship
and | will no longer have to burden my parents.

My goals are to become a Pharmacist, doctor or even a foreign language interpreter. This scholarship has
motivated me to continue learning to prove that | am deserving.
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